
 

Papers for the 
Redbridge 
Voluntary 
Sector Network 

This month: Commissioning/Coproduction; Improving Your Organisation’s Use of IT  
1 to 2.30pm, Wednesday 10 June 2019 
Sandwiches from 12.30pm 
York Room, Redbridge Central Library, Clements Rd, Ilford IG1 1EA 

Agenda 
1. Introduction and apologies 
2. Minutes of last meeting, matters arising 
3. Reports from voluntary sector representatives 

Disability Charter Consultation, Coproduction, Home Care Procurement 
4. Tony Challinor, who leads the Council’s work on commissioning, will talk about these issues, which 

will have a major impact for many people in Redbridge. 

Help for Organisations to Improve their Use of IT 
5. RedbridgeCVS has new funding to help organisations improve their use of IT. We’ll be offering “IT 

health checks” where we’ll visit you and identify key issues for your group. We’ll also provide 
training sessions in formats that suit you about how IT can help you run your organisation, as well 
as support to help organisations get an online presence with a Facebook page or website. Colin 
Wilson will introduce the project and a discussion about IT issues. 
 

6. Any other business 
7. Next meeting: 1pm, Wednesday 10 July 2019 

More information 
If you have any questions, contact Colin Wilson on 020 3874 4135 or at colin@redbridgecvs.net. Anyone 
involved with a voluntary or community sector group which is based in Redbridge or which works with 
Redbridge people is welcome to attend Network meetings – no need to register, just come along. 
 

mailto:colin@redbridgecvs.net


Minutes of the Redbridge 
Voluntary Sector Network 
8 May 2019 

Present 

• Jon Abrams, One Place East 
• Andreea Albu, Age UK Redbridge, Barking 

& Havering 
• Alan Banner, Redbridge Pensioners Forum 
• Angela Banner, Redbridge Pensioners 

Forum 
• Fadumo Farah, Somali Welfare Trust 
• Val Gilchrist, Redbridge Institute 
• Stephen Granditer, King of Hearts 
• Sue Grant, Redbridge Carers Support 

Services 
• Kate Harrison, One Place East 
• Vera Hunt, Redbridge Voluntary Care 
• Kim Judge, Conscious Cosmos Ltd 
• Cllr. Bob Littlewood, Redbridge Council 
• Vasant Mahandru, Redbridge Indian 

Welfare Association 
• Chandra Mehta, RedbridgeCVS 
• Rose Meredith, Vision Libraries 
• Andy Paice, Involve 
• Meenakshi Sharma, NOISE 
• Jennie Worthington, Alzheimer’s Society  
• Colin Wilson, RedbridgeCVS 
• Lynette Jackman, RedbridgeCVS 

Apologies 

• Cllr Stuart Bellwood, Redbridge Council 
• Ross Diamond, RedbridgeCVS 

Introduction 
Colin welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Minutes and matters arising 
The minutes of the last meeting were approved, 
with a correction to the spelling of the name of 
Steliana Yanaukieva from Age UK Redbridge, 
Barking & Dagenham and Havering and the fact 
that Janet West is from the same organisation. 

Colin reported that the draft Compact has been 
approved by the Public and Voluntary Sectors’ 
Partnership (PaVSP). 

Reports from voluntary sector 
representatives 
Ross Diamond has not attended any meetings 
apart from PaVSP. 

Andy Paice – Involve  
Redbridge Council plans to build community hubs 
around the borough: the first will be located in 
Seven Kings and will serve the wards of Seven 
Kings, Goodmayes, Chadwell Heath, Newbury 
Park, Mayfield, Loxford, Clementswood and Ilford 
Town. The hub will be located on the High Road 
on the land that is presently being used as a car 
park, opposite O’Grady’s bar between Chester 
Road and Pembroke Road. 

The Council has some plans about services that 
will be available from the hub, but also for the 
community it is anticipated that the design will 
take in the views of communities. The Council 
have asked Involve to consult with local people 
about what services they want the hub to 
provide. 

Public meetings 
There will be two public meetings where people 
can have their say at Isaac Newton Academy, 
Secondary School entrance, 1 Cricklefield Place, 
London IG1 1FY. The sessions will take place from 
10.30am to 1pm and 6 to 8.30pm on Thursday 30 
May. Come along and express your wishes as to 
what you would like to have situated in this 
space. 

More information 
https://www.redbridge.gov.uk/about-the-
council/future-plans-for-community-hubs/ 

Sue Grant – Redbridge Carers 
Support Services (RCSS) 
RCSS provides services for carers. They work with 
Young Adult Carers with an age range of 17-30, 
Core Carers aged 30-75 and Older Carers from 75 
upwards.  If the cared-for person is in a care 

https://www.redbridge.gov.uk/about-the-council/future-plans-for-community-hubs/
https://www.redbridge.gov.uk/about-the-council/future-plans-for-community-hubs/


home RCSS can still provide support for their 
carer. If a carer is aged under 17 they are covered 
by Barnardo’s Indigo Project, so RCSS focuses on 
carers over this age.   

RCSS also supports carers after the cared-for 
person has died, and provides support to newly 
arrived migrants and refugees. Either the carer or 
the cared-for person must live in Redbridge to 
use their services.  

The organisation provides advice, information 
and a monthly support group to enable carers to 
meet other carers and get one-to-one help. 

RCSS services are provided free: donations are 
always welcomed.  

RCSS are based at 12 Clements Court, Ilford. For 
more information see their website at 
https://www.rcss.uk/ or ring 020 8514 6251. 

Andreea Albu – Age UK Redbridge 
Barking & Havering 
Age UK provides a wide range of services from 
advisory to engagement and day opportunities. 

Care Navigation Services, working with the help 
of volunteers, help people to adapt to changes in 
their circumstances due to bereavement or 
isolation. 

Advice & Information Services are operated on a 
free basis for anyone over the age of 50 years: 
the service mainly deals with people age 65 and 
over, and helps with issues that affect them, their 
carers or their families. 

Dementia advice and support for are available for 
people both before and after they have been 
diagnosed. Age UK work with the Dementia 
Advice Early Intervention Service, which is part of 
the Redbridge Dementia Partnership. 

Other services include: 

• Falls Prevention Services 
• Forget-Me-Not Befriending Services 
• Di’s Diamonds Social Network (including 

Diamond Geezers activities exclusively for 
men) 

• Visiting and Befriending Services 
• Home Support to help people stay in their 

home 
• Freshly cooked lunch and daily activities at 

Age UK’s activity centre in Wanstead 
• Computer classes 

For full information about all these services, ring 
020 8220 6000 or see 
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/redbridgebarkinghave
ring/our-services/ 

Vasant Mahandru – Redbridge 
Indian Welfare Association (RIWA) 
RIWA is a self-funded lunch club for men of Asian 
origin who come together once a week to 
socialise.  They meet every Wednesday in Ilford 
library. Lunch costs £3. The group have been able 
to gain some additional funding to enable them 
to run outings, mainly to the seaside. Members 
speak a variety of languages and find common 
ground within their Asian heritage.  Membership 
numbers are dwindling so if there are any men 
who would like to join please get in contact with 
Mr Mahandru on 020 8554 6589. 

Any other business 
There was no other business. 

Next meeting 
The next meeting is at 1pm on Wednesday 12 
June 2019. 

  

https://www.rcss.uk/
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/redbridgebarkinghavering/our-services/
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/redbridgebarkinghavering/our-services/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


